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they looked back on that time as one of a tightening of
all belts, which has now definitely yielded the promised
results.

CONSTRUCTION

The First Five Year Plan was the first expression of
Stalin's particular process of making the USSR self-
sufficing, even if the rest of the world remained non-
Communist, and thus, among other things, of giving the
country that heavy plant which could make it inde-
pendent of supplies of munitions from abroad, which
was the first of all lessons of the last war. As far as
Moscow is concerned, one could certainly say that the
time had been reached when the results of diis policy
were already being distributed. To take another side,
attention was now being devoted to the levelling up of
quality, so that Russia should no longer need to send
half-finished goods to be completed abroad. More
important still, Soviet Russia is also trying to make herself
more independent of foreign experts. This has always
been in view from the time of Peter the Great; and we
were always being told that the foreign specialists were
only there to teach the Russians to manage for them-
selves. From the evidence which I had from British
specialists now at work there, sometimes in very far-
flung fields, it would certainly seem that in the very last
few years a good deal more real progress was being
made in that direction than in any previous period.
One of my most capable postgraduate students, who